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INTRODUCTION 


Welcome to the 1988 Square Chronicle, we have kept the 
design of cover that we introduced last year and like last 
year The Square's Computer Department has reminded me_ to 
tell you that members' names and addresses are held on 
computer at The Square, and that the computer is registered 
under the Data Protection Act. 


As always any articles or the like for the Chronicle should 


be sent to The Secretary, The Square Association, c/o The 
Scnool of Pharmacy, 29-39 Brunswick Square, London WC1N 1AX. 


THE EDITOR 


THE SQUARE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
Dear Member, 


A short note to keep you informed of the goings-on within 
The Square Association. Firstly, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the committee members for their help 
and enthusiasm, the McLay family for their continued efforts 
and support and the editor for his work. 


We are now on the look out for new Committee members with 
fresh ideas, and I hope that everyone will make an effort to 
attend this years AGM on July 7th. The AGM is of particular 
importance this year because we hope to obtain your mandate 
to change the constitution to allow student membership. 
"Student members" would be undergraduates of The Square, 
both pharmacy and toxicology (we do not have any toxicology 
graduates as members of The Square Association). In this way 
we hope to form strong links with undergraduates, and 
encourage them to view The Square Association perhaps as a 
continuation of The Students' Union, thereby increasing the 
number who join at the end of their three/four years. 


Also with the aim of increasing students' awareness of The 
Square Association, we contributed funds towards this year's 
Sessional Ball. The event was a great success, and the toast 
was once again "The School of Pharmacy and The Square 
Association". Thanks here are due to Phil Gordge, President 
of The Students' Union, who has contributed greatly to our 
committee meetings. 


After the success of last years reunion, we have decided to 
hold another, for last years graduates and those who 
graduated five years ago (my year). It is to be held on 
Saturday 25th of June, all details are given below. Put this 
date in your diary and contact as many others of your year 
as you can, as some people may have escaped joining The 
Square Association. 


This year was tinged with sadness when we learned of the 
death of Dr. Louis Sharp on March 13th. He was a much valued 
member of the Square Association. we send our sympathy to 
his wife and members of his family. A tribute to Dr. Sharp 
is included in The Chronicle. 


This year sees the retirement of Professor F. Fish who has 
been Dean of The School of Pharmacy since 1978. Dr. Alan 
Briggs, senior lecturer and of course long time Square 
Association treasurer has also retired this year. we extend 
to them and their wives our hopes for a happy and healthy 
retirement. 


I look forward to seeing you at the lecture, reunion and 
AGM. 


Best Wishes, 
Elaine Jones 


E UA A 


Last years square association lecture was given by Mr. Bill 
Nelles, the Drug Education Officer of the Terrence Higgins 
Trust, who spoke on "AIDS and the pharmacist". The lecture 
was well received by those present, and opened up some very 
interesting points for discussion. 


This year in keeping with the high standards of previous 
years we had Mr. Tim Astill, Director of The National 
Pharmaceutical Association, who talked on the role of the 
pharmacist in the future under the Nuffield recommendations 
and the Government Health Care White Paper proposals. 


The lecture titled "It's all happening ...or is it?" 
addressed such areas as pharmaceutical education, the 
supervisory role of pharmacists, their role in primary 
health care and the free movement of pharmacists within the 
EEC. There was considerable discussion after the lecture 
which was extremely well received. 


0 OMI 
THE UARE REUNIO 


The reunion this year will be for those who graduated five 
years ago (Elaine Jones' year, 1983) and one year ago (Amal 
Rampal's year, 1987). It will be a very informal affair held 
in the Senior Common Room with plenty of wine and _ snacks. 
Date - Saturday 25th June, time - 8.00pm, cost - a mere 
£2.50. If interested please send your name and address with 
the remittance to Berni Howard, Dept..of Pharmaceutics, 
The School of Pharmacy, 29-39 Brunswick Square, London WCiN 
1AX. (Cheques payable to The Square Association please). 


STUDENT UNION EVENTS 


The Students?: Unions will, as in previous) years, be 
organising a large number of social events to which members 
of The Square Association are, of course, welcome. These 
include the Panto, Rag Week and the Sessional Ball. At this 
time dates and venues have not been finalised but if you are 
interested in any of the above then contact the Student 
Union President, Alex Evans, on 01 837 7651, or write to the 
Union at The Square. 


PA a X A ARM 


I am currently in my second year studying for my Ph.D. 
investigating "Factors affecting the ability of the 4- 
Quinolone antibacterials to inhibit growth and actively kill 
bacteria". 


During the summer of 1987 I had the enviable fortune to work 
at The Pasteur Institute in Paris, researching into the 
genetic characteristics of particular antibiotic 
resistances. Genetic engineering or cloning requires very 
precise, patient techniques which I learned from expert 
colleagues at The Pasteur (as well as greatly improving my 
French). The department had staff from all over the world; 
Americans, Japanese, Spaniards as well as French and English 
which made my time there a very special experience. 


The Pasteur Institute conducts basic research in many 
fields, it is well known as the European centre for AIDS 
research, a large proportion of its income being from the 
estate of the late Duchess of Windsor. Pasteur's original 
laboratory remains to this day, albeit as a museum where his 
work on vaccines and first examples of pasteurisation are on 
display. 


My work at The Pasteur involved very intensive genetic 
technology as I had so much to do and so little time to do 
it in. The process of "cutting", extracting and sequencing 
DNA was very exciting as I had only read of these techniques 
in the journals but now I was doing it for myself. These 
techniques learned from my French colleagues has assisted my 
research work in attempting to assess the influence of 4- 
Quinolones on bacterial DNA. 


I should like to take this opportunity to thank Prof. J.T. 
Smith for the chance to visit The Pasteur, to Prof. W. 
Gibbons for his valuable assistance in arranging this trip, 
Prof. Davies at The Pasteur for his hospitality and expert 
guidance and most importantly to Brenda Latham for her 
patience, tolerance and companionship throughout our’ two 
month stay in Paris. I can't think of any part of the city 
we DID NOT cover. 


I can honestly say that it was an experience that changed my 
life! 


PHARMACY QUIZ 


Apart from steroids and sex hormones, which drugs are 
likely to cause weight gain? 


Which vaccines are normally given during the’ second 
year of life? 


Which "cold cures" would you recommend to a lady who 
had recently had a baby? 


What is the relative availability of metronidazole 
tablets, suppositories and infusion? 


FP14 
Rx 
Magnapen 1 QDS 
mitte 20 


Vit. B. Co. Forte 
1 as directed 
mitte 100 
Is this allowable? 


What do the following abbreviations mean? 


a) PUO b) IVP Cc} GFR 
d) LOA e) Hb f) NAD 
g) PID h) APB iy TF CK 


What do the following terms mean? 
a) External hordendum 

b) Infectious mononucleosis 

ec) Nocturnal enuresis 


d) Comedone 


ANSWERS 


Pizotifen, Periactin, Gentian Alkaline or Acid Mixture, 
Phenothiazines, Astemizole. 


At present only measles. It cannot be given earlier as 
measles antibodies from the mother are present at birth 
and can take up to one year to disappear (Score 1). 
From October 1988 children will be offered a triple 
vaccine containing measles, mumps and rubella for both 
boys and girls (Score 2). 


First enquire as to method of feeding baby (Score 2). 


If breast feeding: 


a)..If .the product. contains aspirin. lose 3. points, 
aspirin cannot be measured in milk and was until 
recently thought to be safe but significant amounts 
have been measured in the plasma of an infant whose 
mother was treated with aspirin for rheumatoid 
arthritis. ‘ 


b) Nasal decongestants such as ephedrine and 
pseudoephedrine may cause irritability and disturbed 
sleep in infants (lose 2 points). 


c) Antihistamines in some proprietary cough mixtures 
may cause drowsiness in the infant (lose 1 point). 


Probably best to stick to mentholated ointment and a 
very large box of tissues. 


Next day from Macarthys/Unichem/Vestric etc.(1 point), 
from another viewpoint metronidazole is absorbed very 
well from the rectum to an extent comparable to 
intravenous administration and patients can be 
transferred to the cheaper and easier to administer (!) 
rectal route within a short period. Metronidazole from 
tablets is not absorbed so well but they are much more 
convenient to use (3 points). 


On a dental prescription (1 point) Magnapen is not 
allowed (1 point) but Vit. B Co. Forte is (1 point). 


a) Pyrexia of unknown origin 

b) Intravenous pyelorogram 

ec) Glomerular filtration rate 

d) Left occipito-anterior (term in obstetrics where the 
baby's occiput - back of head - is pointing towards the 
left and front of the mother) 

e) Haemoglobin 

f) No abnormality detected 

g) Pelvic inflammatory disease 

h) You are doing the wrong quiz 

i) Funny looking kid - term used by referring doctor to 
paediatrician when they know something is wrong but 
cannot say exactly what. 


Score 1 point each 

a) Stye 

b) Glandular fever 

c) Bedwetting (normally applied to over 7's) 
d) Spots 


Score 1 point each 


OV 


If you scored over 30 well done Mrs. Currie and Mr. Moore. 
20-30: So there is somebody studying for the MCPP exams. 
10-20: How about studying for the MCPP exams. 

Under 10: Oh dear! Ever thought of being a GP? 


THE STUDENTS" UNION 1987-88 


The past year has been an extremely successful one for’ the 
Students' Union, in both social and sporting achievements. 
Copious quantities of alcohol have been .consumed at the well 
attended Friday night discos but this has not impaired the 
performances of the sports teams on the following day. 


The mixed hockey team are the University Champions’ and 
Champions of the Pharmacy Schools. In fact, all teams 
performed very well at the BPSA sports final in Aberdeen 
this year. The rugby team were third, the football team 
second and the pool team, like the mixed hockey, are 
Pharmacy Schools Champions. Overall we came third, 
reflecting the enthusiasm of all who went. 


Social events have been particularly successful; the panto 
was enjoyed by all. Rag Week, including a "Bed Push" down 
Tottenham Court Road, raised over £3,000 for the Great 
Ormond Street Childrens Hospital. My congratulations and 
thanks to Catherine Sumner and her team for putting in so 
much hard work. Rag lectures were given by Dr. Dick Pinney, 
Prof. John T. Smith and Prof. Dave Phillipson as well as 
myself. I am pleased to report that all were excellent in 
content and humour (not to mention photos!) 


The sessional ball was held at the London Press Centre on 
Saturday 5th March; Mr. Nicholas Wood (Member of Council of 
the PSGB) was the guest speaker and Mr. Ian Bates’ the 
speaker from the members of staff. Dr. Alan Briggs who 
retired in December last year was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the Students' Union, and we wish him well for the 
future. The food was superb, the band brilliant, and the 
whole evening was enjoyed greatly by all. 


Finally, I would like to thank my executive - Nick Hale, 
Claire Healing, Jo Rich and Simon Badcott for the support 
and help that they have given me throughout the year. 


Phil Gordge, 
President SOPSU 1987-88 


LOUIS K, SHARP 


We learnt while going to press of the death on March 13th of 
Dr. Louis K. Sharp following a long period of illness. 
Obviously time has not allowed us to assemble the sort of 
tribute due to such a man, this will appear in our next 
Chronicle, however the committee would like on behalf of The 
Association to offer their deepest sympathies to Louis' wife 
and family at this very sad time. His death will sadden all 
our members and indeed all those students and staff who were 
at The Square between 1944 and 1979. 


Louis was a kind, considerate, warm hearted, humorous and 
lovably eccentric man. He was dedicated to The Square and 
embodied all the finest traditions and principles that make 
The Square the best School of Pharmacy in the country. 


We will all remember his lectures and practicals which he 
conducted with energy and enthusiasm. Perhaps we can pay no 
greater tribute tribute than to say that fond memories of 
him will stay with us all for the rest of our lives. 


He was a very special man and will be greatly missed. 


P 0 Ei ATIO 
CLAUSE 4 TO READ: 


Membership of The Association is open to all present and 
past students and members of staff of The School of 
Pharmacy. Honorary membership may be conferred by The 
Association at a general meeting upon persons not eligible 
for conventional membership. Honorary membership shall not 
be conferred unless a nomination in writing, signed by five 
members, is received by the secretary at the annual general 
meeting and the application approved by that meeting. 


CLAUSE 5 TO READ: 


Persons eligible for membership may become members of The 
Association by tendering their subscription to the treasurer 
Or representative who shall be a member of the committee. 
Student members shall be encouraged to join in their first 
three years at a rate of one third of the current life 
membership fee at that time - with the opportunity to become 
life members at the end of their course by payment of the 
remaining two thirds of the fee. New graduates will have the 
opportunity of joining The Square Association at the reduced 
rate for one year after graduating. Thereafter the full rate 
will be charged. 


CLAUSE 12 TO READ: 


The current monies of The Association shall be lodged in the 
bank of The Association for the time being and all cheques 
shall be signed by any two officers of The Association. The 
bank shall be authorised to act on the instructions given by 
any two officers with regard to the said account. All 
student membership fees shall be paid into the current 
account. All life membership monies shall be kept in a 
separate account to all other monies of The Association. 
Only the interest of this account may be transferred to 
another account to be used for the running costs of The 
Association. The capital sum must must not be disposed of. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Student member £5.00 


Life member (if joining £15.00 
within 12 months of graduation) (£10.00 if previously 
a student member) 


Life membership £20.00 


MINUTES OF THE SQUARE ASSOCIATION AGM 
24th JUNE 1987 


Present: Felicity Cox (President) 
Dave Barnes (Treasurer) 
Mike Thompson (Secretary) 
Andrew Haynes 
Iain McLay 
Dave Phillipson 
Elaine Jones 
Arvind Deshmuk 
Peter Griffiths 
Huw John 


1. Apologies for absence: Ian Bates 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
Accepted 

3. Treasurer's report 


Total cost of newsletter was £746.73. This figure 
includes the printing of posters etc. for the lecture. 


Abbey National B.S. accounts, may be a problem as it is a 
personal investor type account, will look into the matter 
for next meeting. 


At present there is no need to worry about the Life 
Membership account. 


New members’ accounted for £310; 23 have joined The 
Association in the last 12 months. 


The balance sheet was presented and discussed. 
President's report 

Nothing to report. 

Secretary's report 

Nothing to report. 

Square Lecture 


Due to a misunderstanding with the speaker the lecture 
did not take place on 9th June. Approximately 80 people 
turned up, but the speaker had noted the date as 9th 
July. After a great deal of discussion it was decided to 
rearrange the lecture for the 9th July as Bill Nelles was 
still keen to present the talk and much work had already 
been put in by the Committee. Mike to write a letter to 
the PJ to notify of the change. 


Square Chronicle 


Dave reported that Dr. Fish had complained about’ the 
Chronicle on several counts, -in particular that some of 
the articles were not’**in’ «the ‘best"Ssof taste. : This 
stimulated a long debate and several present agreed with 
the Dean. It was argued, however, that the articles were 
clearly intended to be humorous and that the subject 
matter should not be offensive to pharmacists. No other 
complaints had been received ‘by the committee. 
Nevertheless, parts of the Chronicle may -have_ been 
considered inappropriate. Mike to write to the Dean on 
this matter. 


Reunion 

23 forms received so far, all 1986 graduates 
Election of Officers 

President - Elaine Jones 

Secretary - Bernadette Howard 


Treasurer - Dave Barnes 


10 


10. Election of Committee 
Peter Griffiths 
Huw John 
Dave Phillipson 
Iain McLay 
Andrew Haynes 
Mike Thompson 
Felicity Cox 
Ian Bates 
11. Election of Auditors 


Robert Watt 
Ian Bates 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

This years AGM will be held at The School of Pharmacy on 
Thursday July 7th at 7.30pm. Wine will be served. in the 
Senior Common Room after the meeting. 
AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 

President's report 

Treasurer's report 


Secretary's report 


Election of officers 


2. 

3. 

4, 

5. 

6. Election of committee 
7. Election of auditors 
8. Change of constitution 
9. Square Lecture 

10. Reunion 

11. Square Chronicle 


12. New members 


13. AOB 
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